Women'’s Equality Network (WEN) Wales — New Report

Thank you for sharing the headline findings from our research on childcare in Wales
with the Children, Young People and Education Committee earlier this year.

We are pleased to now share the final report Transforming Early Childhood
Education and Care in Wales and would be grateful if you could bring this to the
Committee’s attention.

New report Transforming Early Childhood Education and Care in Wales
launched

Our findings and recommendations are informed by quantitative and qualitative
research with over 780 parents in Wales, a comprehensive review of recent
proposals for ECEC reform, interviews with expert stakeholders within local
authorities, the third sector, and the early years sector and a substantial review of
academic and other studies.

The report covers the following areas:

e Whatis ECEC for?
e The ECEC landscape in Wales

e The relationship between parental employment, poverty mitigation, and child
development

e Does Wales’ ECEC system meet key policy objectives?
e What helps or hinders meeting ECEC objectives?
e How Wales can do better

It identifies five key principles for effective ECEC, together with a number of
recommendations to implement these:

1. Target investment where it has the biggest impact

2. Leverage funding to ensure provision is high-quality, sustainable and
equitable

3. Provide the right number of hours
4. Ensure flexibility to meet families’ needs
5. Provide integrated services

Read the full report and executive summary.



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwenwales.org.uk%2Fen%2Ftransforming-early-education-and-childcare-in-wales%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cseneddchildren%40senedd.wales%7Cd203d55efc9b4c18270a08de282d494f%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638992372130207303%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D5KFJCLsehMpKnfLfnHy9j8iyfo3eW1xatZenKL1SvQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwenwales.org.uk%2Fen%2Ftransforming-early-education-and-childcare-in-wales%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cseneddchildren%40senedd.wales%7Cd203d55efc9b4c18270a08de282d494f%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638992372130207303%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D5KFJCLsehMpKnfLfnHy9j8iyfo3eW1xatZenKL1SvQ%3D&reserved=0
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